
Albanian Women Study
John Jay College of Criminal Justice

City University of New York

PI: Dr. Daryl Wout
Co-I: Prof. Anila Duro

Research Assistants:  Maria Georgescu & Arjanita Elezaj
External Researchers:  Valentina Djelaj, Dea Elezaj, Rovena Grishaj, Suada Demirovic & Juna Kotori



About the Study
The prevalence and type of intimate partner violence that Albanian women may experience in the
US is unknown but previous research may suggest that Albanian-American women may have
similar experiences of the physical and emotional proponents of domestic violence. Due to the
large population of Albanian-Americans in the US, it is essential that Albanian women's
experiences in the US are empirically studied to help the community build evidence-based
interventions. This study uses survey research to explore the experiences of Albanian women in
the US.



Methods
This is a mixed methods study. We primarily use survey research design and utilize the CCB measure
which is a Checklist of Controlling Behaviors an 84-item domestic violence assessment instrument
that can be used to address multiple levels of violence and coercive control in violent relationships.
The instrument is divided into 10 sub-scales including (1) physical abuse, (2) sexual abuse, (3) male
privilege (we re-named it to patriarchy household), (4) isolation, (5) minimizing and denying, (6)
blaming, (7) intimidation, (8) threats, (9) emotional abuse, and (10) economic abuse. This study
utilizes participatory action research (PAR) methods and community based participatory research
(CBPR) model to engage the community. The community reviewed the measure and added few items
that are relevant to our culture and traditions.

The last part of the survey will ask participants to tell us anything else "is there anything else you
would like to share with us?" This part is qualitative and narratives are usually very important to
generate theory relevant to our cultural norms and traditions.



➢ Qualtrics software analysis will be used to collect data. 
➢ The survey will take participants approximately around 20 minutes to complete.
➢ The survey is available in both languages, English and Albanian.  

Translation

The translation was provided by Arjanita Elezaj, a graduate student at John Jay College of Criminal 
Justice, who is a Native Albanian and holds a Bachelor's Degree from UT - Tirana Albania. 
She has served as an unofficial translator for the entire Albanian American community in New York 
for more than 20 years and is endorsed by Blerta Alikaj, who is a member of the American Translators 
Association and holds Credentials from the US State Department, as an Albanian to English and 
English to Albanian translator.  

About the Survey



Community Engagement
PAR & CBPR

Albanian American Groups & NGOs

• Shoqni-Albanian American Women Club  
• Albanian American Cohesive Community 
• Albanian American Women Organization-Motrat Qiriazi
• Albanian Women in US 
• Progressive Albanians 
• Albanian American Community Association 
• Vasfije's Initiative 
• Albanian Professional Women Organization
• SOFRA-LGBTQIA Disapora

Albanian American Community Members

• Beti Tale
• Ariana Metalia
• Drita Popovic
• Festa Berisha-Mati
• Elisabeta Ramadani
• Regisa Lahi
• Suada Cecunaj
• Ariana Elezaj
• Maria Lulgjuraj
• Valentina Djelaj
• Juna Kotori
• Teuta Peja
• Arbnore Cara



Study Plan

1. Collect the data (n=500; May 2021-November 2021)
2. Researchers will do preliminary analysis as data is collected
3. The researchers will meet with community members to show 

study analysis and engage in data interpretation with the 
community 

4. Researchers and community member will draft a post 
study action plan



Funding

✓ The Office for Advancement of Research
John Jay College of Criminal Justice, CUNY ($4, 000 
Grant)

✓ Community Donations (requested $6, 000)
To donate visit www.jjay.cuny.edu/donateAAW
Select "Other" as designation and type in "Albanian 
Study“

Special Thanks to Community Donors & Leaders:

Megi Xhemali Klementina Sula
Drita Popovic Betira Shahollari
Juna Kotori Leonora Selmani

http://www.jjay.cuny.edu/donateAAW


For future updates visit 
https://www.jjay.cuny.edu/albanian-research-project

Together we can make a difference!  

Coming soon…

https://www.jjay.cuny.edu/albanian-research-project

