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While there are indeed certain activities that should be cautioned against due to the exclusive 
rights of copyright holders, the Fair Use section of U.S. Copyright law does allow for some 
flexibility for certain purposes including teaching, scholarship and research.  John Jay 
community members are encouraged to use the copyright @ CUNY web tool 
(http://cuny.edu/libraries/servcies/copyright.html) designed to help students, faculty and staff in 
making informed decisions about their use of copyrighted materials. 

Please see Copyright Basics Law from the U.S. Copyright Office.  If you have questions about 
the potential use of material, please review the copyright law at  www.copyright.com or 
http://cuny.edu/libraries/services/copyright.html. 

 

You may need to obtain copyright permission to:              

 Distribute  a course pack in print or electronic format 
 Post content on an e-learning system 
 Photocopy an article for library reserve 
 Use content in a private consulting engagement 
 Reproduce an out-of-print book 

 

What is protected? 

 Printed and electronic books 
 Web sites 
 Computer printout copies 

 Orientation, training and  other staff communications 
 Printed and e-mail letters 
 Classroom handouts 
 Students course packs 

 


