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Proposal for College Policy on Degree Program Overlap
Effective date: May 2015
Explanation:

Current practice at John Jay leaves it unclear to students how many courses they may overlap between two separate degree programs (whether major and minor, major and major, or minor and minor) for credit.  The Undergraduate Bulletin states “Because many majors are interdisciplinary at John Jay College, some overlap may occur between courses appearing in a major and a minor, but this should be kept to a minimum.”  Though according to the Office of the Registrar common practice has been to limit the awarding secondary minor credit to no more than three overlapping courses, the absence of a clear policy on this has led to student confusion and disappointment when they have been denied a minor that they intentionally pursued, often because the overlap made such pursuit convenient.

To avoid any confusion in future, the Committee on Academic Standards proposes a policy on overlap that will enumerate the number of courses a student may take that may overlap between degree programs.
This change will also apply to the recently approved policy on double majors.  The policy on double majors allows for six credits of overlap, however we have changed this to two courses in case science courses or other 4 or 5 credit courses form part of the overlap.

Proposed Policy:

To satisfy the requirements of any degree program, no more than two courses (of 3 credits or more) may overlap between a major and a minor, a major and a second major, a minor and a second minor, or a certificate program and any other degree program. Credits earned from internships and independent studies may not be included in the two courses of overlap. This policy shall be effective for all degrees conferred at the end of the spring 2015 semester and beyond.

Approved by UCASC, Nov 22, approved by College Council, Dec 12, 2013
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