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PREAMBLE

We, the members of the Student Government of John Jay College of Criminal Justice, shall have as our goals
the broadening of educational opportunities available to John Jay students; the facilitation of voluntary activities
on campus making an important contribution to the intellectual, cultural, and moral development of the student
body; the representation of student interests in designated college-wide decision-making bodies; and the
furtherance of the College’s special mission. All activities funded or otherwise supported shall contribute in a
direct and significant way to a realization of these objectives.

ARTICLE I: TITLE

The title of the organization shall be the Student Government of John Jay College of Criminal Justice of the City
University of New York.

ARTICLE II: MEMBERSHIP

All students in the undergraduate and graduate programs at John Jay College of Criminal Justice shall be
constituents of the Student Government and shall have the right to participate in all elections and referenda held
under the provisions of this Charter.

ARTICLE lll: ORGANIZATION
Section 1 — Bodies of the Student Government
The bodies of the Student Government shall consist of:

A. A Student Council, which shall serve as the representative body within the Student Government,
shall affect appointments of Judicial Board members and members of college-wide decision-making
bodies and student committees, and shall approve budgets for student organizations under the
approval of the Board of Directors of the Student Activities Corporation.

B. A Judicial Board, which shall serve as chief interpreters of this Charter when called to do so, shall
certify student Clubs, shall hear and decide all charges brought against executive officers and
members of the Student Council, as shall be further provided for by this Charter, and which shall
conduct all elections provided for in this Charter.

C. A faculty advisor to the Student Government, selected by the Board of Directors of the Student
Activities Corporation, who shall advise and assist the bodies of the Student Government in carrying
out their functions.

D. Voluntary student organizations, hereafter designated as Clubs, which exist to further the purposes
set forth in the Preamble of this Charter, and which shall be certified as meeting the standards
specified in this Charter.

Section 2 — The Membership of the Student Council
A. The Student Council shall contain eight permanent committees contained in Article Ill, Section 7,

paragraphs “B” through “N” and twenty class representatives drawn from and elected by the
members of their respective classes. The class representatives shall be divided as follows: four
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C.

D.

drawn from the 2nd semester freshman class; four from the sophomore class; four from the junior
class; four from the senior class; and four from the graduate students.

The Student Council shall also contain four executive officers: a president, vice president, treasurer,
and secretary. Each executive officer shall not simultaneously hold office as a class representative.
He or she shall possess all the powers, privileges, responsibilities and obligations of a class
representative in addition to those special to his or her position.

All members of the Student Council must be students in good standing at the time of their election
and maintain such standing throughout their term of office. All undergraduate class representatives
and executive officers must have grade-point averages of at least 2.5 at the time of their election.
Graduate class representatives and executive officers that are graduate students must have grade-
point averages of at least 3.0 at the time of their election. Transfer students are also eligible to hold
office, provided transcripts of their previous schools may be verified and the above grade-point
average requirements may be satisfied.

All members of the Student Council shall be required to faithfully attend meetings of the Student
Council and of the committees to which they are assigned. Repeated non-attendance or lateness
for meetings by elected members shall be considered valid grounds for impeachment and removal
from the Student Council. Any members of the Student Council who absent themselves from more
than one of the regular monthly meetings of the Student Council shall be suspended from office until
such time as a majority of the Judicial Board and the Student Council shall vote to reinstate them.

Each class representative on the Student Council shall be expected to devote at least four hours
per week to his or her official responsibilities during the fall and spring semesters. During at least
one designated hour of this time per week, they shall be available at the Student Council offices for
consultation with their student constituents.

Section 3 — Vacancies on the Student Council

A.

B.

C.

D.

Should the presidency of the Student Council become vacant, the vice president shall succeed to
the office.

Should any of the other executive officer positions of the Student Council become vacant, the
members of the Student Council shall elect a successor.

Any vacancy among the class representatives may be filled by a special election, should the
Student Council so decide, provided that at least two months remain in the term of the vacated
position. Any special election must be held within one month of the occurrence of the vacancy and
shall be conducted according to the procedures governing elections and referenda found in Article V
of this Charter.

Suspended executive officers or class representatives of the Student Council shall be deemed to
have vacated their positions upon such a determination being made by a majority of the remaining
qualified members of the Student Council, with the concurrence of the Judicial Board.

Section 4 — Powers of the Student Council

A.

B.

C.

The Student Council shall appropriate all funds raised by student fees in accord with the purposes
set forth in this Charter.

The Student Council may authorize programs and activities for the general benefit of the student
body in accord with the purposes of the Student Government defined in this Charter.

The Student Council shall appoint by a majority vote the student members of all John Jay College
bodies containing student representation. Appointment to these posts shall occur at the regular
September meeting of the Student Council. Graduate and undergraduate students in good standing
shall be eligible for these positions. The terms of these representatives shall expire with those of



the members of the Student Council, and the Student Council shall be empowered to fill any mid-
term vacancies that occur. All student representatives on these bodies shall be required to report
periodically to the Student Council and to the permanent Committee on Student Representation on
the fulfillment of their duties.

D. The Student Council shall have the power to confirm the nomination of any student to represent the
student body at college, university or inter-collegiate meetings and events, including nationally-
recognized student organization functions. These representatives shall be required to report back
to the Student Council on the fulfillment of their duties.

E. The Student Council may study and debate any issue or problem pertaining to campus life and
student activities. On the basis of such studying or debate, it may adopt such resolutions or make
such recommendations to the administration of the College, the faculty, or the student body as it
sees fit; provided that it shall not endorse any candidacies for positions on the Student Council.

F. Within the procedures and requirements established by this Charter, the Student Council may adopt
such bylaws, rules and regulations, create such temporary committees or empower such agents as
it deems fit to carry out its duties.

Section 5 — Procedures and Internal Structure of the Student Council

A. Within one month following the start of its term, an organizational meeting shall be convened by the
faculty adviser. At this meeting the executive officers and members of the Student Council shall be
sworn. As soon thereafter as it is convenient, the Student Council shall meet to confirm the
appointment of the members of its committees, and to schedule the remainder of the Student
Council’s regular monthly meetings.

B. Once its organization has been completed, the Student Council shall hold at least one regular
meeting every month until the expiration of its term. These regular monthly meetings shall be held
at dates and times convenient for the executive officers and the members of the Student Council, as
well as for the members of the student body. The times and dates of the regular monthly meetings
may be changed by a vote of the Steering Committee of the Student Council, provided that at least
one week’s notice is given of such changes.

C. Special meetings of the Student Council may be held upon the call of the Student Council president.
They shall also be convened upon a documented petition of a majority of the members of the
Student Council.

D. During its meetings the Student Council shall strictly adhere to its agenda as specified further in
Section 7 of this Article. In the case of the regular monthly meetings, the agenda shall be
established by the Student Council's Steering Committee. Whenever possible the Steering
Committee shall also establish the agenda for any special meetings called by the Student Council
president. Should time not permit a special meeting of the Steering Committee, the president may
establish the agenda. Special meetings convened as the result of a petition, shall be governed by
the agenda contained in the petition.

E. Meetings of the Student Council shall be open in their entirety to all students, members of the
faculty, members of the administration, and other interested individuals. The faculty adviser shall
have the right to attend and address all meetings of the Student Council and its committees.

F. The date, time and place of all regular Student Council meetings shall be conspicuously advertised
through the College media at least one week before the meeting takes place, and a schedule of all
regular meetings shall be available to students at the Student Council’s office. Due notice of special
meetings shall be given whenever possible.

G. Every individual serving on the Student Council, with the exception of the president, shall be
qualified to cast one vote at Student Council meetings. Members of the Student Council under



suspension shall not be considered qualified to vote. Proxy voting shall not be permitted on the
Student Council or within any of its committees.

H. A quorum of the Student Council shall consist of the majority of all the members of the Student
Council qualified to vote.

I.  No resolution shall be passed by the Student Council unless it shall have received at least a
majority of the votes of qualified members present and voting. However, should a resolution, or an
amendment to a resolution, be vetoed by the Student Council president it must receive the
affirmative votes of two-thirds of the qualified members of the Student Council to pass. Procedural
motions, however, shall never require more than a simple majority to pass.

J. The Student Council president shall preside at Student Council meetings whenever present. In his
or her absence, the vice president, treasurer, or secretary of the Student Council shall preside in
that order of precedence. Should there be no qualified executive officer present, the Student
Council may designate one of its other members to preside.

The presiding officer shall not be allowed to vote at meetings of the Student Council except to break
ties, provided that the president shall always be free to cast his veto. The presiding officers of all
committees of the Student Council, however, shall have the right to vote.

K. Subject to the provisions of this Charter, and such rules as the Student Council may wish to provide
for itself, parliamentary procedure at Student Council meetings shall be governed by Robert’s Rules
of Order, newly revised.

Section 6 — The Powers and Duties of the Executive Officers and Committee Chairpersons of the
Student Council

A. Service as an executive officer, or as the chairperson of a permanent committee of the Student
Council, is a major responsibility. Executive officers are expected to devote at least ten hours per
week to his or her official duties, and to monthly chair their respective committees. Sustained failure
to meet these obligations shall be considered valid grounds for impeachment and removal from
office. Committee chairpersons of the Committee on Clubs, the Committee on Graduate and
Evening Services, and the Committee on Special Programs, are also expected to convene monthly
meetings. Sustained failure of each to meet this obligation shall constitute sufficient grounds for
suspension or replacement by the Student Council by a majority vote.

B. The president shall serve as chief executive of the Student Government, and the presiding officer of
the Student Council. In addition to the powers granted to him or her elsewhere in this Charter, he or
she shall serve as chairperson of the Student Council’s Steering Committee and of its permanent
Committee on General Activities; nominate the members of all Student Council committees (except
the Committee on Student Representation), study groups, and deputations (other than those
involving student representation of college-wide decision-making bodies), subject to the consent of
the Student Council; represent the student body when other provisions have not been made by the
Student Council; and have responsibility for the management of the Student Council’s office. He or
she shall also be ex-officio member of all committees of the Student Council. Also, as chief
executive, the president has the power to exercise the role of any other executive officer in the
event of a vacancy, or in the event that an existing executive officer has been delinquent in his or
her duties and exigency in the exercising of those duties exists.

C. The vice president shall succeed to the office of the presidency should a vacancy occur, and shall
serve as acting-president in the president’'s absence. The vice president shall also serve as the
chairperson of the Student Council’'s permanent Committee on Student Representation, and shall
nominate the members of this committee subject to the consent of the Student Council.

D. The treasurer shall serve as the responsible financial officer of the Student Council, and as the
chairperson of the Student Council’'s permanent Committee on the Budget. In addition, the
treasurer shall serve as an ex-officio member of all permanent Student Council committees. The



treasurer shall also disperse all properly appropriated funds and keep the books of account. At any
time, the Board of Directors of the Student Activities Corporation may direct that an audit be
conducted of the books of the Student Council. The treasurer shall also be responsible for making
a monthly report to the Student Council on the state of the Student Government’s finances.

E. The secretary shall keep the minutes of all meetings and provide for the maintenance and security
of all Student Council records. The secretary shall call the roll of the Student Council, read minutes
of preceding meetings, and handle all correspondence for the Student Council, with such
exceptions as the Student Council may provide. The secretary shall also serve as the chairperson
of the permanent Committee on Essential Services.

Section 7 — Composition and Responsibility of the Student Council Committees

A. The major portion of the Student Council's work shall be done in its committees. Faithful
participation in the activities of his or her committee shall be an essential obligation of all members
of the Student Council. Repeated failure to attend committee meetings, as deemed by the Student
Council, for those elected members, shall constitute valid grounds for impeachment and removal
from office. For those committee members that are appointed by the Student Council, any
sustained failure of each to meet their obligation shall constitute sufficient grounds for suspension or
replacement by the Student Council by a majority vote.

B. The members of the Student Council, both elected by the students and/or appointed by the
members of Student Council, shall be organized into eight permanent committees: the Steering
Committee, the Committee on Student Representation, the Committee on Clubs, the Committee on
General Activities, the Committee on Graduate and Evening Services, the Committee on Special
Programs, the Committee on Essential Services, and the Committee on the Budget. The Student
Council may also create special temporary committees whose existence shall end whenever the
Student Council shall so prescribe, or at the installation of a new Student Council. Each member of
the Student Council shall serve on at least one permanent committee.

C. The Steering Committee, the highest permanent committee, shall consist of all the qualified
members of the Student Council. A quorum of the Steering Committee shall consist of a majority of
the Student Council’s executive officers and permanent committee chairpersons. Each member of
the committee, including the chair, shall have one vote, and a simple majority of all qualified
members present and voting shall be sufficient to pass any resolution. The provisions of Article I,
Section 5, paragraph “A” of this Charter shall not apply to meetings of the Steering Committee. The
Steering Committee shall hear reports from the chairpersons of the various Student Council
committees on the progress of the Committee’s work. Whenever possible it shall establish the
agenda of all Student Council meetings, except where meetings have been called through petition
of the Student Council members. The agenda shall prescribe all the items of business to be
considered by the Student Council, the time to be allocated for consideration of these items, the
rules governing debate on them, and the number and nature of any motions and amendments that
may be offered. These rules shall be strictly adhered to during Student Council deliberations unless
the president of the Student Council secures permission of the Student Council that they be waived
in whole or part. If the Steering Committee, for whatever reason, falls short of quorum at a meeting
to formulate the agenda for a regular meeting, the president shall establish the agenda.

After the members of the Student Council shall have been sworn in, a regular schedule of monthly
Steering Committee meetings shall be established. These meetings shall precede the regular
monthly meetings of the Student Council by at least three business days. They shall be held at
times convenient to the executive officers and chairpersons of the Student Council’s permanent
committees. Failure on the part of an executive officer or chairperson to attend more than one of
the regular monthly meetings of the Steering Committee shall result in the suspension of that
individual from the Student Council.

The president may call special meetings of the Steering Committee, provided that due notice be
given to all of the members of the Student Council.



. At the time of its initial organization each permanent committee shall have a minimum membership
of five qualified members. A simple majority of the committee’s qualified members shall constitute a
quorum, provided that the Student Council president may grant written permission to any
chairperson to transact the business of a committee in the absence of a quorum. Meetings of the
Student Council and of the Steering Committee, however, shall always require the presence of a
quorum.

Once appointed and confirmed, the chairpersons of all permanent committees shall serve
throughout the full term of the Student Council to which they were elected or appointed, provided
that they remain qualified members of the Student Council.

All permanent committees shall hold regular monthly meetings, according to a schedule adopted at
the first meeting of the committee. This schedule may later be revised by the members of the
committee, provided that due notice is given. Committee meetings shall be open in their entirety to
all students, faculty members, and members of the administration who wish to attend.

In formulating the agenda of the Student Council, the Steering Committee shall give priority to
resolutions considered by and reported out of the committees of the Student Council.

The permanent Committee on Student Representation shall study the qualifications of all students
proposed for positions on the College Council Committees prescribed in the College’s Charter of
Governance and its Bylaws. Any student in good standing may have his or her name placed before
this Committee for consideration by any member of the Student Council.

Due notice shall be given to the student body of the availability of such positions, together with a
description of their obligations and responsibilities. Only students nominated by the permanent
Committee on Student Representation may be approved by the Student Council. Moreover, no
student may be selected to fill more than one position. The seat of any student member of a
College Council Committee shall be declared vacated whenever that student shall have been
absent for more than one of its meetings, or for inactivity deemed as such by the Student Council.
The terms of students holding these positions shall terminate with those of the members of the
Student Council.

The permanent Committee on Student Representation shall monitor the attendance of students on
the College Council Committees and college-wide decision-making bodies, and shall nominate
students to fill vacancies as they occur. The Committee shall also require student members on
college-wide decision-making bodies to report monthly, in writing, on their work, and to appear
before the Student Council to explain their actions. The Committee may make recommendations to
the student members of college-wide decision-making bodies, provided that it is always understood
that such students remain free to make their own judgments. The Committee may also request that
the Student Council take advisory positions on questions before college-wide decision-making
bodies, or that the student body be polled on such matters.

The permanent Committee on Student Representation shall consist of the vice president, whom
shall chair, and four other members of the Student Council, at least three of whom shall be graduate
students, seniors, or juniors.

The permanent Committee on Clubs shall review the requests of all certified Clubs for Student
Council funds, and shall recommend to the Student Council whether such funds shall be approved.
The Committee shall ensure that all such requests are in accordance with the educational and
cultural purposes of the College, benefit a significant number of students, are cost-effective, and are
in conformance with the overall budgetary guidelines and ceilings approved by the Student Council.
The Committee may also examine the constitutions of any Clubs requesting funds from the Student
Council for the purpose of establishing their democratic character and conformance to the purposes
of the College. Members of this Committee shall not simultaneously serve as executive officers of
any Club. The president shall designate the chairperson and members of this Committee, subject
to confirmation by the Student Council.



J.  The permanent Committee on General Activities shall studying and advise the Student Council on
all proposals for the authorization of activities and events, within the purposes of this Charter, not
falling within the prescribed jurisdictions of other committees or Clubs. It shall also study and advise
the Student Council on all proposals for the revision of the Charter of the Student Government. The
Committee shall be chaired by the president, and shall include a minimum of four other members of
the Student Council.

K. The permanent Committee on Graduate and Evening Services shall study and advise the Student
Council on all proposals of primary benefit to students in the graduate programs of the College, or in
the evening sections of the undergraduate division. This Committee shall be composed of a
minimum of five members, four of whom must be graduate students. The president shall designate
the chairperson and members of this Committee, subject to the confirmation by the Student Council.

L. The permanent Committee on Special Programs shall study and advise the Student Council on all
programs of primary benefit to students in the Satellite Program of the College. This Committee
shall be composed of a minimum of five members. The president shall designate the chairperson
and members of this Committee, subject to the confirmation by the Student Council.

M. An essential service comprises an ongoing activity vital to the educational or cultural life of the
College, which is designed to be accessible to a large number of students and involves an
unusually large level of continuing expenditure. The permanent Committee on Essential Services
shall study and advise the Council on the administration and performance of the student
newspaper, radio station, yearbook, theatrical activities, as well as that of any other entity deemed
by the Student Council and Board of Directors of the Student Activities Corporation as an essential
service, provided that neither the Committee nor the Student Council shall intervene with the
editorial freedom of these entities. The Committee shall be chaired by the secretary and include a
minimum of four other members.

N. The permanent Committee on the Budget shall administer all budgetary matters as they relate to
those funds appropriated and expended by the Student Government, as per Article Ill, Section 8 of
this Charter and for the administrative processes and educational and cultural needs of the student
body. The Committee shall be comprised of the treasurer, whom shall chair, and a minimum of four
other members.

O. The student delegation of the College Council shall consist of the four executive officers of the
Student Council, two student representatives from the graduate class, two student representatives
from the senior class, two student representatives from the junior class, two student representatives
from the sophomore class, and one student elected at large. Selection of the above student
representatives and the student elected at large shall be based on those who received the highest
number of popular student votes in the annual elections as stipulated in Article V of this Charter.
The delegation shall also consist of one representative from the freshman class nominated by the
president from among the freshman class representatives. If any of the student representatives are
unable to serve, the president shall nominate replacements with students of that particular vacated
class, as well as nominate the replacement of the at-large delegate with a student that is not of the
freshman class. The president shall also nominate two alternate delegates, both of whom that are
not of the freshman class.

Section 8 — The Budgetary Process

A. At a time no later than the Student Council’s regular October and February meetings, it shall receive
and consider recommendations from the Committee on the Budget on general budgetary guidelines
based on anticipated revenues and projected expenditures. These shall include maximum
allocations for the general categories of spending within the jurisdictions of the various Student
Council committees. It may also include more specific ceilings for expenditure on particular
programs or activities such as allocations for individual Clubs. The Committee on the Budget may
also recommend the establishment of reserve or contingency funds to be allocated later during the
term of the Student Council among the various spending categories.



The Student Council must act on these recommendations before the end of October or February, as
the case may be. Thereafter, the Committee on the Budget, through the treasurer, shall monitor the
actual flow of monies collected, appropriated, obligated, and expended by the Student Government,
submitting a monthly report to the Student Council on the same.

Within the overall guidelines adopted by the Student Council, the Committee on the Budget shall
have direct responsibility for appropriating funds for the deferral of the legitimate expenses of the
Student Government and its members. The treasurer shall be responsible for promptly distributing
copies of the budgetary guidelines to all members of the Student Council and other interested
parties, and shall similarly make available a monthly list of all Student Council revenues,
appropriations, obligations and expenditures. The secretary shall be responsible for publicizing
these reports.

B. The Board of Directors of the Student Activities Corporation may establish minima for expenditures
on any activity or organization. Such minima are automatically to be considered an appropriated
portion of the Student Government’s budget, and may be obligated and expended according to such
procedures as the Board of Directors may authorize. When minima are established, the Board of
Directors must promptly inform the Student Council of the same, specifying the levels and purposes
of the funding involved.

The Student Council may appropriate funds for any purpose beyond the levels provided for in the
minima.

C. Until the guidelines have been approved, no funds shall be appropriated by the Student Council for
any purpose. After the approval of the guidelines, each committee of the Student Council shall
have the responsibility for recommending to the Student Council the specific amount of funds to be
appropriated for programs and activities in its area of jurisdiction. No resolution providing for the
appropriation of funds shall come before the Student Council unless it has originated in the proper
committee.

D. No resolution for appropriating funds which exceed the ceilings for Club activities or for any other
category of spending, established by the Committee on the Budget, shall be approved unless it
receives an affirmative vote of two-thirds of the qualified members of the Student Council present
and voting; nor may any amendment be added by the Student Council to any resolution for the
appropriation of funds reported by any committee which acts to increase the amount of the
appropriations contained therein. Amendments may be offered in Student Council, however, which
decrease this amount, subject to the specifications of the agenda.
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The treasurer shall be responsible for obligated and disbursing all monies duly appropriated by the
Student Council, provided that no contracts shall be entered into by the Student Government
without the written authorization of either the Board of Directors of the Student Activities Corporation
or the Dean of Students.

F. No monies may be disbursed by the treasurer until two full weeks have passed following their
appropriation by the Student Council, provided that this requirement may be waived by a two-thirds
vote of the membership of the Student Council and consent of the faculty adviser. During this two-
week period the Student Council, if in session, may reconsider any such appropriation.

Section 9 — Student Clubs
A. Any student Club or organization is eligible for funding by the Student Council if its activities further
the purposes established in the Preamble of this Charter, and if it has been certified as meeting the

requirements established in this Charter by the Judicial Board.

B. No executive officer of any student Club may simultaneously serve as the executive officer of any
other Club.



The eligibility of a Club, once established, may be reviewed at any time by the Judicial Board, upon
the request of any executive officer of the Student Council, any five members of the Student
Council, or twenty-five concerned students.

The establishment of eligibility shall not in itself entitle any Club to the use of student funds.
Any Club purchasing or using equipment financed by Student Council funds may be required by the
Student Council to post surety for each equipment. The treasurer shall require all Clubs and agents

of the Student Council to present receipts for all expenditures funded by the Student Council.

Any and all items or equipment purchased by Clubs with Student Council funds shall remain the
property of the Student Activities Corporation.

All Clubs making contracts with outside agents must have them approved by the Student Activities
Corporation or the Dean of Students.

Section 10 — The Judicial Board

A.

The Judicial Board shall consist of five members, known as associate justices, three nominated by
the Board of Directors of the Student Activities Corporation, two nominated by the president of the
Student Council, to be confirmed by both bodies. Members of the Judicial Board shall serve terms
of no more than two continuous years, provided members do not experience a lapse in student
enroliment and provided members remain in good academic standing. All members of the Judicial
Board shall be students in good standing, with grade-point averages of at least 2.5 as
undergraduate students and grade-point averages of at least 3.0 as graduate students, at the time
of their appointment and maintain such standing throughout their term of office. No member of the
Judicial Board may be a member or candidate for an elective position within the Student
Government during the period of his or her service, nor may he or she serve as an executive officer
of a student Club.

The Judicial Board shall elect a chief justice, who shall preside at its meetings and shall establish its
agenda, subject to modification by the members of the Judicial Board.

Meetings of the Judicial Board shall be in their entirety open to all interested parties, provided that
the Judicial Board may meet in executive session when deciding upon charges lodged against any
executive officer or member of the Student Government under the impeachment provisions of this
Charter. The faculty adviser shall have the right to attend and speak at all meetings of the Judicial
Board.

The first meeting of the Judicial Board shall be convened by the faculty adviser, and the members of
the Judicial Board shall be duly sworn. Thereafter, the Judicial Board shall meet monthly according
to a regular schedule, in the same manner as the Student Council. Special meetings may also be
called by the chief justice of the Judicial Board or upon petition of a majority of its members. Due
public notice shall be given of all Judicial Board meetings whenever possible.

The Judicial Board shall keep minutes of all its meetings, which, after a reasonable time, shall be
made available to all interested parties. The chief justice of the Judicial Board shall make provision
that all records of the Judicial Board and copies of Club records be carefully preserved and made
available upon request to all interested parties.

Each member of the Judicial Board shall have one vote, and unless otherwise provided for, all
decisions of the Judicial Board shall be taken by a simple majority of the members, a quorum being
present.

A quorum of the Judicial Board shall consist of a majority of its members.

Meetings of the Judicial Board shall be conducted according to Robert’s Rules of Order, newly
revised, with the exception that the chief justice shall, in all matters, carry one vote.



I.  Members of the Judicial Board shall disqualify themselves from voting on any matter bearing upon a
student Club of which they are a member. Any member doing so, however, shall still be counted
present for the purposes of making a quorum.

J. The Judicial Board may empower agents to assist in the performance of its administrative
responsibilities.

K. Removal of any justice on the Judicial Board may be enacted by a vote of at least a majority of the
qualifying members of the Student Council, subject to confirmation by the Board of Directors of the
Student Activities Corporation.

ARTICLE IV: IMPEACHMENT

Section 1 — Grounds for Impeachment

The following shall be considered grounds for the impeachment of any executive officer or member of the
Student Council:

A. Serious misconduct, negligence or repeated inattention in carrying out official duties;

B. Misappropriation of funds;

C. Willful violation of the provisions of the Charter.
Section 2 — The Impeachment Process
Any executive officer or elected member of the Student Council may be impeached either upon the lodging of a
petition with the chief justice of the Judicial Board, specifying charges and signed by five percent or more of the
student body, or by means of a resolution passed by the members of the Student Council, at least two-thirds of
the qualifying membership agreeing.

Section 3 — The Trial of Impeached Members of the Student Council

A. The ftrial of any impeached executive officer or elected member of the Student Council shall be
conducted before the Judicial Board.

B. If the impeachment is by means of petition, the Judicial Board shall verify the signatures on the
petition within one week of its submission.

C. Within three business days of this verification, or after the receipt of a duly passed Student Council
resolution, the Judicial Board shall provide the accused with a copy of the verified documents, and
after full consultation with all interested parties, set a date for an open hearing. This date shall be
no later than two weeks after the receipt of the petition or resolution by the Judicial Board.

D. It shall be the duty of the chief justice of the Judicial Board to ensure that the student body is given
adequate notice of this open hearing, and of the nature of the charges lodged against the
impeached member of the Student Council.

E. The case against the impeached member shall be made either by the first signer of the petition or
by the sponsor of the resolution, as the case may be, or by such agents as these parties may
designate. The accused may defend himself or may designate an agent to conduct his defense.

F. Both the accuser and the accused shall have the right to call witnesses and to cross-examine
witnesses called by the opposing party.
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G. Following the conclusion of the open hearing, the Judicial Board shall meet in closed session to
consider the evidence and reach a decision. This decision, together with any accompanying
opinions, shall be made public within one week after the conclusion of the open hearing.

Section 4 — Conviction and Removal from Office of Members of the Student Council

Should four-fifths of the members of the Judicial Board find an impeached member of the Student Council guilty
of any charges brought against him or her, he or she shall be considered convicted and removed from office.
No student, once so convicted, shall again be eligible to hold any office or position within the Student
Government. Should none of the charges be sustained by the Judicial Board, the impeached member shall be
considered acquitted.

Section 5 — Suspension of Impeached Members of the Student Council

A. Should two-thirds of the elected members of the Student Council agree that the charges against
another member are of sufficient gravity, they may vote to suspend that member from his duties for
the duration of the impeachment process. In no case, however, shall such suspension be viewed
as an indication of guilt of the impeached member. A suspended member shall immediately regain
his or her powers upon acquittal by the Judicial Board.

B. In the event that the president is the subject of suspension or impeachment, the vice president shall
serve as acting-president upon the disposition of the case.

ARTICLE V: ELECTIONS
Section 1 — Eligibility for Student Office

A. Only persons who are currently students in good standing at the College are eligible to hold office
within the Student Government. Candidates for office must also meet the specific qualifications for
the offices they seek as stipulated in Article Ill, Section 2, paragraph “C” of this Charter.

B. Any student wishing to become a candidate for freshman, sophomore, junior, senior, or graduate
class representative on the Student Council must submit a nominating petition to the Judicial Board
signed by at least 25 members of the student body. The petition must be submitted no later than six
weeks prior to the election period.

Section 2 — Procedure for Electing Class Representatives

A. Elections shall be under the direct supervision and control of the Judicial Board and shall be
conducted in conformance to the provisions of this Charter, in a fair, open and honest manner. No
election guidelines or procedures drawn up by the Judicial Board shall go into operation until they
have been approved by the Student Election Review Committee or the Dean of Students.

w

The period of holding elections for all class representatives shall be during the two or three weeks
prior to the spring recess. The exact date and times of the elections shall be determined and
announced by the Judicial Board no later than the end of February.

C. A newly-elected member of the Student Council shall begin his or her term at midnight on June 1
and complete it, if not removed, at midnight on May 31 of the following year.

D. All nominating petitions shall be reviewed and verified by the Judicial Board, in consultation with the
Dean of Students. All currently-enrolled students who qualify as candidates shall be so informed by
the Judicial Board no later than four weeks prior to the beginning of the election period.

m

The guidelines and procedures governing regular Student Government elections shall be
established and announced by the Judicial Board at approximately six weeks before the date of
elections. The Judicial Board shall secure the cooperation of the Dean of Students in the carrying
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out of elections. It may also employ an independent ballot association to supervise the counting of
the ballots.

F. The Judicial Board shall be responsible for informing the student body of the identities of candidates
for positions within the Student Government. Student Government funds shall not be utilized to
finance campaigns. Such activity shall disqualify such candidates.

G. The Judicial Board shall determine the design of the ballot and the nature of the information that
candidates may choose to have placed on the ballot.

H. Special elections for the Student Council, as well as any referenda that the Student Council may
authorize, shall also be under the supervision of the Judicial Board. These shall be conducted in a
fair and open manner, according to such specific regulations as the Judicial Board shall determine.

Section 3 — The Election of Student Council Executive Officers

A. Students in good standing at the College shall be eligible to be elected executive officers of the
Student Council if they have the requisite qualifications for the offices they seek as stipulated in
Article Ill, Section 2, paragraph “C” of this Charter. These include a grade-point average of at least
2.5 for undergraduate students, and at least 3.0 for graduate students, at the time of election.

B. The executive officers of the Student Council shall be elected at the same time and in the same
manner as class representatives. Every student registered in John Jay College of Criminal Justice
shall be eligible to vote in the election to fill each of the executive offices. The candidates for these
positions receiving a plurality of the total vote shall be elected.

C. A newly-elected executive officer shall begin his or her term at midnight on June 1, and completed,
if not removed, at midnight on May 31, of the following year.

D. Eligible students may become candidates for executive office in the following manner:
1) Students wishing to become candidates for executive office must present a statement of
support signed by at least seven members of the Student Council, or a nominating petition

signed by at least one hundred and fifty registered students.

2) No student may sign a nominating petition or a statement of support for more than one
candidate running for a single seat or position.

ARTICLE VI: ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS FOR STUDENT CLUBS
Section 1 — Certification of Eligibility by the Judicial Board
A. Any new Club wishing to be certified as eligible for funding must first submit to the Judicial Board:

1) A statement of its purposes, said purposes being in accord with the mission of the College and
purposes of the Student Government as defined in this Charter.

2) A constitution providing for the governance of the Club in an open and democratic manner.

3) A membership list containing the names of at least fifteen members of the student body, four of
whom must be executive officers of the Club, all of whom with grade-point averages of at least
2.5 as undergraduate students and/or grade-point averages of at least 3.0 as graduate
students.

4) A Club must have a faculty adviser.

B. The Judicial Board shall study and verify all material submitted to it by Clubs. It may require the
executive officers or the faculty adviser of any Club to appear before it for the purpose of gathering
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additional information. Following the submission of the required materials, the Judicial Board shall
determine whether a given Club is to be certified, and so inform the president of the Student
Council. The Judicial Board may invoke this procedure with respect to continuing Clubs which have
not undergone review for more than one year.

. Any Club denied certification shall be provided in writing with the reasons for such action by the
Judicial Board. It may resubmit an application for certification at any time thereafter.

If the Club has been denied certification, whether such denial is provided in writing or otherwise, it
may lodge an appeal with the president of the Student Council. If the president determines that the
appeal holds merit, he or she shall place it before the Student Council and shall request the
executive officers of the Club in question and representatives of the Judicial Board to appear before
the Student Council at its next meeting to give testimony in the case, provided the agenda has not
already been established. If the agenda has already been established, the case shall be heard at
the subsequent meeting. The Student Council may, on appeal, reverse a certification decision of
the Judicial Board, provided that two-thirds of the qualified attending membership of the Student
Council so agree.

All Clubs will be expected to hold at least three regular meetings per semester. At least one week’s
notice shall be provided for all Club meetings, and attendance shall be open to all interested
members of the student body. It shall be the responsibility of the executive officers of each Club to
keep minutes of each meeting, indicating the members of the Club in attendance and all business
transacted. These minutes, along with a signed statement from the Club’s faculty adviser attesting
to their accuracy, shall be transmitted to the chief justice of the Judicial Board no later then one
week following each meeting. Clubs shall also promptly submit to the Judicial Board all
amendments to their constitutions.

At any time during the course of the academic year, any ten members of the Student Council or
twenty-five concerned students may request that the Judicial Board reexamine the standing of any
Club. Any Club found failing to conform to the requirements set forth in this Article may, after an
open hearing, have its certification revoked. Clubs losing their certification may neither receive any
further appropriations from the Student Council, nor draw upon any funds already appropriated. A
Club, however, may appeal the loss of certification in the same manner as it might appeal an initial
denial of certification. No Club may have its certification reexamined more than once during an
academic year.

ARTICLE VII: INTERPRETATION OF THE CHARTER

Upon petition of one hundred students or ten members of the Student Council, or upon a motion by
any executive officer of the Student Council, any question pertaining to the interpretation of any
provision of this Charter may be submitted to the Judicial Board for interpretation.

In the event of such a submission, the Judicial Board must decide the question at its next meeting,
provided that the Judicial Board shall also be free to decline to decide on the case. If the Judicial
Board should accept the appeal, its chief justice may stay the disputed action of any Student
Council executive officer or agent, or of the qualifying members of the Student Council, until the
case shall have been decided.

ARTICLE VIII: AMENDMENTS
Any proposed amendment to this Charter must be introduced at a regular monthly meeting of the
Student Council by a member of the Student Council or upon petition by one hundred members of

the student body.

The Student Council may vote upon this amendment at its next regular monthly meeting, provided
that due notice has been given to all members of the Student Council and the student body.
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If two-thirds of the qualifying membership of the Student Council shall so agree, the amendment
shall be submitted to the Board of Directors of the Student Activities Corporation for approval.

Should the Board of Directors approve, the amendment shall be submitted to the full student body
for ratification. Within three months of such action by the Student Council and the Board of
Directors, a referendum shall be held.

An amendment shall be adopted if approved by fifty percent of the students voting in the said
referendum.

ARTICLE IX: IMPLEMENTATION

Upon the institution of this Charter all existing constitutions, charters and bylaws governing the John
Jay College Student Government are null and void. The constitutions of all voluntary student
organizations associated with it shall be subject to review.

Notwithstanding the provisions of Article VIII, during the first two years of this Charter’s operation it
may be amended by an affirmative vote of a simple majority of the qualified members of the Student
Council and the approval of the Board of Directors of the Student Activities Corporation. The
provisions of Article 1, Section 5, paragraph “I” shall not apply to such votes.
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